The Presbyterian Church has a long tradition of freedom of conscience in matters of faith and worship.  This doctrine was spelled out in the Westminster Confession of Faith of 1647, and has been retained and emphasized ever since.  We believe that all human actions and decisions have spiritual dimensions and should be decided in the light of faith, including decisions about human reproduction.  Indeed, if we did not have faith in a Reality greater than our individual experience, there would be nothing to guide any of our choices.
Human sexuality is a holy gift that is to be used in positive ways, including responsible pleasure and procreation.  Sexual activity does not always need to have the goal of conceiving children, but because the conception of children is an act that brings great responsibility, we must take precautions any time that is not the goal so that we do not face extreme moral choices.  Our position about abortion has long been that it should be legal, safe, and extremely rare.  For these and other reasons, we advocate the informed and careful use of proven contraceptive technologies and alternatives.
Other people of faith take a different approach, because they believe that sex is always for procreation, and therefore the possibility of conception should not be limited by any artificial means.  We respect their right to this position, and their right to advocate publicly.  We also disagree with that position, and therefore exercise our equal right to promote our position, so that faithful and conscientious people will be well aware that there is room for diversity in this matter.
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